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Thank you Madam Chair and members of the committee. [ appreciate the opportunity to testify
today.

I’'m here to testify in opposition to SB 103. Why? MEA is opposed because this bill is not in the
best interest of public education or our kids.

Laws were passed in 2011 that greatly changed the way schools do business. At that time,
legislators decided that more information was needed to fully implement the changes that were
made. To that end, they created the Michigan Council on Educator Effectiveness (MCEE).
Members of this Council were appointed by Governor Snyder, former Speaker Bolger and
Senate Majority Leader Richardville. After almost two years of work, the council released its
results.

At that point, a group of stakeholders was convened by then Rep. O’Brien and Rep. Zemke to
turn the report into legislation. Months of work later, bills were introduced that had the support
of such diverse groups as GLEP and MEA, Students First and MASA. For those of you new to
your office, let me assure you that this is a rare circumstance. The legislation passed the House
with overwhelming bi-partisan support. Again, this is rare on legislation this significant. You
may ask how this happened. It happened because every time someone started to push a personal
or professional agenda, Rep. O’Brien said, “What’s best for kids.” In spite of all this, the
legislation died in lame duck.

Now we are looking at a very different bill. This legislation focuses on maintaining the status
quo. For people who don’t want to change how they are doing things, this legislation allows
them to continue doing what they’ve always done and so they like it.

But the MCEE report, research, common sense and our members from across the state, tell a
very different story. They say a tool that is a simple checklist isn’t an adequate professional
practice evaluation tool. Teachers who are evaluated by an administrator who isn’t trained in
how to use the tool or give feedback or coaching, say the process is, at best, a waste of their time,
as it pulls them away from the classroom. At worst, it is used for reasons that have nothing to do
with improving teaching skills.

I’ve heard people say that since most of our teachers are rated effective or highly effective, we
don’t need a new tool. For the most part, all of our teachers are doing well. But [’ve also heard
that too many teachers are rated effective is proof that the tools aren’t working.

~= WWW.Mea.org Affiliated with the National Education Association



1514990 VAN
pleyue) BUNSLYD

‘A[a120UIg

"SIy 9y} 10J 353q §,}1 ISNEO3q S, 1Ry} PUY "SIOJRNSIUIIPE PIulel) pue [00} UOKEN[BAd

Ayrenb y3ry e saxmbai 11 1Y) 0s [[1q SIY) 93UBYO 0} UOSEAI poo3 auo A[uo Aj[eal st 219y ],
‘passaIppe 3q ued swa[qoxd asoyy [[e iIng 030 ‘Asuow ‘onb snyels premol Kouspuay e ‘swdjqold
aInua) padaj[e :98uryd [eaI IXBW 0] 10U SISNOXA 10 SUOSBAI AUBWI 318 JI9Y], "SIY3 Y3IM 3SO[O [[]

-swosuaping A[[eroadss satosaq Junsa) a19ym sapeid Joysiy

oy 18 ongy A[[eroadsa ST SIYL, '1591 9y} JO 1no 3do UIP[IYD 113y} ALY O} Bursooyo a1e pue Junsal
JO pury siy asoddo oym spuared jo 1oquinu 3urmold e ae 3191 puy "YIMOI3 JUSpMIS JO aInseawt
ojenbape ue 1,Ust 1531 SUQ U00S K194 sagejuadiad asoy) Jurdueyo 219y yoeq WS aq [m

noA 2A31[aq | ‘Aem STy} P[ S, 1 J1 puy Y31y 003 st jusdad A0, “JUSWISSISSE )E}S € UO paseq

5q 0] UOIIBN[BAS S IOYOE3] B JO %(p-9 [ Udam1aq SMO[e [[Iq SIYL [[Iq iy} uo Auownsa) uLmp
pajuasaid Sem 1By} UOHBULIOJUI Sjenooeut dn 183[0 0} puy “3ulisa) Inoqe el 03 1] P.J Ise[ puv

"$19yoea} 2113 03 3sn[
1ou “aaoidurr au0£19A3 Jurd]ay] In0qe 3q 01 SPISU WAISAS UONEN[EAS UY ‘qof 1ea13 e Burop aIe
oym asotp axidsur 03 senurjuod pue Jur33nus axe oym asoyy sd[ay 1eys ssaoo01d uoneneAd yoL

e ap1aoxd 0} 9[qe a1e yoeqpas) Suiald pue Juryoeod Ul ‘{003 Y} Ul PIUTEL) aTe OYMm SIOJeNSIUIUpPY

“SpIY INO pue SISYJE3) IO

103 185q S Jey) puy uolssajoid I1ay) ur moi3 ued 9ANOSKS A[YSIY SIe OyM ISOU} UIAI SIS IEa)
[[e 9SNEO2q WAy} Paol 94\ 'SISYOE3] peq JO younq & IA0ISIP A[USppnS [[1M S[00} a8ueyd 03 ey
TeY) SIOLISIP OS WY} PIall 1,UOP IA\ 'S[00} Sy} UO SPIEpUE]S WNWIUIW PIU [[1IS oM Inq ‘yeard are
SI2UOBA] INO JO JSOW Jey} ST JUSWAIL]S 91endd8 dY) SASI[3q | “SPISE Jeyl ng "Iayoea) poo3 e axew
[[M uosiod © 10U 1O JSYIRYM SUTULISISP 0} SIBK AL UeY) 193UO] 3B} },USI0P It A[oIng "9A1IYJ
2Ie SI3Y2B3) IO JO Isow Jey) ostdms s 11 Uiy 3,uop | "sIeak sAy 10} uoteqoid Uo aIe SIoYoBI ],



